WEST MIDLANDS MARKET TOWN FORUM

"Prosperous Market Towns"
20th June 2008, The Manor Hotel, Cheadle Town Centre
Draft Agenda
09:30
Registration, tea/coffee
10:00
Welcome and Introductions – Chaired by Cllr Hart, Portfolio Holder for Regeneration and Housing, Staffordshire Moorlands District Council
    

 
Cheadle Market Town development through the Better Welcome Initiative – an example of good practice, Clare Filer (Senior Regeneration Officer, SMDC), Mark Kerrigan (Alton Towers), Ivan Wozniak (Cheadle Business Group)
10:25
Introducing 'Towns Alive', Chris Wade, Action for Market Towns
10.40
Action for Market Towns Category Winners, Action for Market Towns

Refreshments on way to workshop sessions
11.30
Workshops (x2)

· How to approach training for Market Towns Partnerships – Skills Builders
· Selling your achievements and getting recognition: applying for awards and accolades, Rick Ball and Sian Knight, CESR, Staffordshire University
12:30
Networking Lunch

13:30
Action for Market Towns Regional Award Winner, Action for Market Towns
13.40
DTA perspective on Supporting Local Economic Development, Carrie Weekes, DTA
13:55
Questions from the Floor 

14.10
Notice board slot
14:15
West Midlands Market Towns Programme – looking into the future, Ian Baker and Jon Payne, Advantage West Midlands
15:15
close and good byes
Subject to Confirmation there will be the opportunity of a short tour of Cheadle Market Town
Walk the Town Tour
Subject to confirmation there will be the opportunity for members of the Market Towns Forum to participate in a short tour of Cheadle Market Town.  This will be co-ordinated through the 'blue badge guide and highlight key projects (including St Giles RC Church) which will in the future form an essential part of the development of the town linked to the Better Welcome Initiative.  

If you would link to join this guided walk, it will commence at 15.30pm from the Manor Hotel.  Please respond to Anne at Elite Event Solutions to express your interest in participating.  It is anticipated the tour will last approx. 45-60mins.  
Workshop Sessions
Training Provision for Market Towns Partnerships – Skills Builders

This workshop will be co-ordinated by Skills Builders www.skillbuilders.org.uk and more details will be circulated in due course.  
Selling your achievements and getting recognition: applying for awards and accolades

This workshop is based on activities completed as part of a succession development project with West Midlands market towns.  The session will focus on how Partnerships might obtain recognition for their work by successfully applying for regeneration and related awards.  The session will cover the range of awards available, the benefits of applying, and the ingredients for success, offering guidance from recent experiences.  
