Housing as a community asset

A presentation by Steve Clare 

Assistant Director (South), Development Trusts Association (www.dta.org.uk)

Development Trusts:  the membership
423 members: 362 full and 53 emerging trusts – England, Scotland & Wales

Total income of £230 million

Earned income of £75 million

Assets of £450 million

Over 80% members engaged in asset development 

No typical member - shared approach, belief in our communities and a commitment to change

Why care about assets?

· Communities generating wealth and circulating it locally

· Communities with pride in their “place”
· Communities taking responsibility

· Increased financial & operational independence

· Increased skills base

· Focus for neighbourhood-based service 
provision
· Opportunities for new partnerships

· Community Anchor agenda / Quirk Review
The rural reality


“Defra’s challenge over the next five years is to support sustainable communities… but in all our discussions with rural communities one theme comes out above any other – the need for affordable housing”


Margaret Beckett, (then) Secretary of State for Environment Food and Rural Affairs launching Defra’s five-year plan December 2004

Community Land Trusts
· Allows housing to be built without social housing grant if land can be acquired at a discount
· Shared equity & ‘tenancy plus’ models
· No exposure to right to buy
· Reassurance to landowners that land sold at low value will not become windfall to householder in future
· Reassurance to community that housing will be allocated to people with local connections where appropriate
Steve Clare then gave details of these case studies:

London South Bank
Coin Street 

For more information go to: 

www.andrewbibby.com/socialenterprise/coin-street.html
www.coinstreet.org
London Tower Hamlets 
Environment Trust
For more information go to:

www.envirotrust.org
Somerset
Somerset Trust for Sustainable Development
For more information go to:
www.ecostrust.org.uk
Northumberland
Holy Island CDT
For more information go to:
www.holy-island.info/tours/index.html
Devon
High Bickington
For more information go to:
www.highbickington.org/index.asp
